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locomotive must have had a nerve of iron when he drove
the train into what to all appearances was a vast lake
without a vestige of supporting bridge showing above
the moving waters. An anxious-looking brakeman stood
upon the step of our Pullman Car and watched the train
plunging deeper and deeper into the flood; it would be
fatal to pull up; it would be impossible to reverse.
Through the mercy of Providence, however, we reached
the other side, though the brakeman confessed that the
water had risen to within two inches of the smoke-box,
and news reached us at our first stoppage that the
bridge had melted into the flood only a short time
after we had passed over. A wag in the company
declared that our friends at home would never believe
the story, the less so if he did not suppress the detail
of the "writhing snakes."
The journey south was a melancholy experience.
Hour followed hour as we crawled through the dismal
swainps of Georgia, passing small colonies of negroes
deprived of firm foot-hold and living in huts built in
the trees, which they reached by scaling ladders, and
always depressed by the sight of the poisonous moss
hanging perpendicularly from the branches of the noble
trees which it slowly strangles with its embrace, till
nothing remains but a stump rotting into the deadly
slough, like a giant eaten up with leprosy.
The New Orleans of that day proved a little dis-
appointing after reading George Cable's "Old Creole
Days," but what search our very limited leisure allowed
us to make uncovered some of his old haunts and the
ancient Louisianian atmosphere became a little palpable.
It was an unpleasant shock, however, when we heard
the old Creole nomenclature robbed of its charm and
so grossly Americanised that " Bon Aventure" became
" Bonavencher!" The old French flavour, however, still
hung about the cafes, which were, with their sanded
floors, gaily-coloured tablecloths, and thin "Vin Com-
pris" precise counterparts of those still found in remote
provincial towns in France.